
Coming Up 

  This month we celebrate 
  Youth Art Month (YAM) &
  Theater in Schools Month 

3/1  Jr. VASE Add/Delete Closes
3/2  BIG Art Day 
3/2-3/4  Hanks Jazz Festival 
3/2  UIL 1-6A OAP Rehearsal – PHHS 
3/3  UIL 1-6A OAP District Contest – PHHS 
3/11  UIL MS Orchestra Entries DUE 
3/11  UIL HS Band Entries DUE 
3/6-3/17 Intersession 
3/22  Jr. VASE Student EDIT Closes 
3/20  Fine Arts Job A Like  
3/21  SISD Pre UIL Choir – EDHS 
3/21  UIL HS OAP Bi-District Rehearsal – Eastlake HS 
3/22  SISD Pre UIL Choir – EDHS 
3/22  UIL HS OAP Bi-District Contest – Eastlake HS 
3/23  UIL OAP Bi-District Certification Deadline 
3/23  SISD Pre UIL MS Band – Montwood HS 
3/24  SISD Pre UIL HS Orchestra  – Montwood HS 
3/25   Jr. VASE Upload Deadline 
3/27-3/31 UIL OAP Area Meets 
3/28-3/30 UIL MS Band Evaluation – Pebble Hills HS 
3/30  UIL HS Orchestra Evaluation – Andress HS   
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Congratulations to Mr. Jason Nohe 
for being selected as the 
2022-2023 Sun Ridge Teacher of 
the Year! Thank you for all the time 
you put in as an amazing band 
director for Socorro ISD! The Fine 
Arts department would like to 
thank you for all you do!

SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT





TEXAS YOUTH ART MONTH
Two Socorro ISD art students had the rare honor of 
being selected for the Youth Art Month award and 
exhibition in our state’s capital! With only a handful of 
artworks being chosen from across the state, we are 
delighted to have the only two from our entire region! 
This is a testament to how talented and hard-working 
our students and teachers are.  

“March is Youth Art Month, a nationally recognized 
program that emphasizes the value of art education 
for all children, encourages support for quality school 
art programs, and promotes the importance of art 
appreciation for all people. Sponsored in Texas by the 
Texas Art Education Association (TAEA), the state has 
been a leader in Youth Art Month celebrations since 
the program began in 1961.” 
- Bullock Museum 

The student works will be on display at the Bullock 
State Texas History Museum in Austin, Texas for the 
2023 Texas Art Education’s Youth Art Month Exhibition. 
There will be an awards ceremony for those chosen to 
be a part of this exhibit, which is open to the public on 
Sunday, March 12th.   

   

Congratulations to:  
Top photo - Rosalba Ramirez, 8th grader 

from Desert Wind, teacher-Karen Perez 
Bottom photo - Aly Lopez, 8th grader 

from Socorro Middle School, teacher-Ivan Ortega 































ABOVE &
BEYOND

TROY HERBORT 
Congratulations to Troy Herbort, theater teacher at Socorro High School, for being chosen 
for the K-12 Theater Educator Spotlight! Because of his dedication to theater, students, and 
his community, he has made our district and city a better place. This rare honor comes 
from the Texas Educational Theater Association and has made Socorro ISD proud! 

MONICA PEREZ 
Thank you to Monica Perez, dance teacher from 
Pebble Hills High School, for continuously going the 
extra mile to organize the Sun City Dance Classic 
event for the last 15 years! This dance competition, 
open to all ages, gives dancers the opportunity to 
display their talents, win prizes, and be recognized 
for their hard work and skill.  











The SISD Fine Arts Department believes in the importance 
of acknowledging our teachers and all the hard work 
they put into teaching. From working evenings, 
weekends, and holidays to instilling confidence, 
creativity, and determination in our SISD students, 
they always go above and beyond.   

Below are two shining examples of such teachers. 
Congratulations to Rosa Villarreal, art teacher at 
Pebble Hills High School & Laura Aguirre, piano 
teacher at Socorro Middle School, for being our February 
Fine Arts Teachers of the Month!    
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ROSA VILLARREAL 

WHAT MADE YOU WANT TO TEACH ART?  
My first teaching job was preschool, and I would draw word pictures on a chalkboard. 
I remember my preschoolers saying, “Miss Roses- you’re an artist!” Because of those 
little voices, it encouraged me to go back to UTEP for my bachelor’s degree and 
become an art teacher. 

WHY DO YOU LIKE TEACHING HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS?  
I have been working with students my entire adult life from pre-K through high school 
and I would not change any part of that. High school has, by far, been the most 
challenging of the grade levels, in a good way. I’m happy to be a part of the process 
of guiding them to achieve their dreams of becoming an artist.   

WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE ARTIST?  
I am partial to one that is very dear to me- (my son) a professor/artist at Parsons the 
New School in New York, Matthew Villarreal. From the early age of 5, he entered many 
art contests and I proudly own many of his greatest works. He taught me to overcome 
my fears with my own art and guided me to teach others to reach similar goals.  

WHAT IS SOMETHING INTERESTING ABOUT YOU THAT FEW PEOPLE KNOW? 
Many, many moons ago I graduated from Socorro High School, and I was raised by a 
grandmother that didn’t believe in higher education for women. She believed that 
women belonged in the kitchen. I was one of five children that she raised after my 
mother passed and many years later, I received a bachelor’s degree from UTEP and 
became a certified art teacher.   

WHAT TEACHER INSPIRED YOU?  
I remember wanting to be an English teacher, like my high school teacher, but that 
dream vanished with my grandmother’s words. Then I met Debbie Hartmann, one of 
my art professors at UTEP. She was my greatest influence in becoming an art teacher.  
She kept asking, “Do you love art? Ok! Then what are you going to do about it!?” She 
is the first person to tell me that I would be a good art teacher. Without that push from 
her, I wouldn't be where I am today. Thank you, Ms. Hartmann!



LAURA AGUIRRE  

WHAT MADE YOU WANT TO TEACH MUSIC?  
As a child, I was always drawn to music and art. I 
started piano lessons around the age of 10. However, 
it was in my high school years when I realized I wanted 
to major in music. My high school piano teacher and 
band directors were the main inspirations for this 
decision. Not only were they great teachers, but their 
enthusiasm and passion for music motivated me to 
continue on the same career path. Performing music 
is wonderful on its own but after watching my mentors 
in action, I knew that is where my heart would be: 
education. I wanted to be a teacher just like them; 
someone who would inspire kids to discover a talent 
they never knew existed. 

WHY DO YOU LIKE TEACHING MIDDLE SCHOOL 
STUDENTS?    
When completing my bachelor’s degree, I thought I 
would be teaching high school. Little did I know that 
middle school would end up being my forte. I believe 
it takes a special knack to teach children of this age 
group. You have 6th graders that are excited to learn 
and happy to please their teacher and then you 
have 8th graders that are “too cool” to learn but 
secretly really want praise from their teacher. Further, 
you have 7th graders that can go in either direction. 
The social and emotional development of this age 
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can be quite unpredictable. There is never a dull moment! 

WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE BAND/MUSICIAN?  
This is always a difficult question to answer, and I know many of my colleagues will agree. With so many 
genres, it is impossible for me to narrow it down to one favorite “type.” I enjoy listening to many styles and I 
tend to gravitate toward musicians/vocalists that compose their own music and play their own instruments. 
The Dave Matthews Band is a fine example of superb musicians. I recently saw them in concert and the level 
of talent within that group is massive. 

WHAT IS SOMETHING INTERESTING ABOUT YOU THAT FEW PEOPLE KNOW?  
I love to paint and draw. When I was a child, I actually wanted to be an artist. 

WHAT TEACHER INSPIRED YOU?  
Through the years, I have had many remarkable teachers that inspired me in some form or another but the 
one that encouraged me the most was my high school piano teacher, Ms. Cass. She taught the choir and 
the piano lab program at Parkland High school back in the late 1990s. Not only did she provide quality 
lessons for her students, but she also exhibited an approachable, respectable demeanor. As we used to say 
back in the day, Ms. Cass was good at “keeping it real” with her students. Once I became a teacher, I 
wanted to emulate that same down to earth vibe and provide a classroom environment that was not only 
educational but a fun and safe place where kids could learn about music and explore their talent all while 
feeling supported and enthusiastic about learning.
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Have a performance/event that's not already on our 
district's calendar that you'd like us to know about?

Step #1 go to www.sisd.net/FineArts

 #2 click on Fine Arts Performance Noti�cation

     #3 click on 2022-2023 Fine Arts Performance Noti�cation

Please submit anything 
you'd like for the Fine Arts 
Department to share and 
help to promote it for you!

Want us to celebrate your program’s 
accomplishments with you? 
Let us know how you did! 

Step #1 go to www.sisd.net/FineArts

 #2 click on Results Noti�cation

     #3 click on Results Noti�cation 2022-2023 

THANK YOU

SISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Eduardo Mena, President
Pablo Barrera, Vice President
David O. Morales, Secretary
Ricardo O. Castellano, Trustee
Paul Guerra, Trustee
Cynthia Ann Najera, Trustee
Michael A. Najera, Trustee

SISD SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Nate Carman

District Administrators
ALL Fine Arts Teachers


